


Top Tips

This booklet contains some of my top [ and 
pretty obvious ] tips for art students 
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TOP TIP 1
I know it may be 
stating the bleeding 
obvious but don’t 
roll, fold or scrunch 
up your original art.
Keep it flat Jack.
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TOP TIP 2
Keep your work clean 
and free of smudges.
>  wash hands before 

you start work
>  make sure your 

work area is clean
>  use fixative to 

stop dry media 
such as charcoal 
and pastels from 
spreading. 
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TOP TIP 3
Unless you are world 
famous - you should 
only sign the back of 
your artwork. 

It’s a high school mentality 
that prompts students to want 
to place a signature right smack 
next to their actual artwork.
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TOP TIP 4
Apart from backing 
up your files - you 
should also write 
your name and contact 
number onto your USB 
hard drive in case 
you lose it.
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TOP TIP 5
Use an email or web 
address that is easy 
to prounounce - easy 
to type andbest of all 
makes you look and 
sound professional.

For example; 

info@billbailey.com is better than:

sexyroxstr87@hotmail.com

billbailey.com is better than

billbailey.tumblr.com
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TOP TIP 6
If you want future 
clients to contact you 
by phone - then you’d 
better make sure you 
answer your phone 
when it rings.

Or at the very least use a 
professional voice message that 
promises to return the call. 

There is nothing more annoying 
for a client than a phone that 
rings out - unanswered. 
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TOP TIP 7
As a student - try not 
to exhaust or exert 
yourself on projects 
that are only worth a 
few marks. 

Think about it! There is no point 
killing yourself on a project that is 
only worth 5 or 10 percent..

The same advice applies to paid work. 
If a job is only worth $50 and you 
spend 10 hours working on it - then 
that only amounts to $5 an hour.

10	  
hours	   $50	  

10	  
hours	   $300	  

YOUR	  
EFFORT	  

PROJECT	  
WORTH	  

or	  

$5hr	  

or	  

$30hr	  

HOURLY	  
RATE	  



TOP TIP 8
Learn to work faster 
and smarter. 

It’s one thing to spend 80 hours 
on an illustration if you are 
developing a portfolio piece but 
in reality - you may be digging 
yourself an early grave if you 
have to work that hard and long 
to complete a brief when faced 
with a tight deadline. 

Plase ignore this advice if your 
client is happy to pay you by 
the hour. 

30	  hours	   5	  hours	  



TOP TIP 9
Avoid uploading high-
resolution images of 
your artwork onto 
the Internet. At least  
learn to watermark and 
protect your work.

There are sweat shop owners in 
parts of Asia that are constantly 
scrowling the Internet looking 
to steal and use high-res images 
in all sorts of ways. such as 
t-shirt designs and advertsing.



TOP TIP 10
Try not to become 
addicted to screen-
based technologies.

Get a life. 

Get away from the screen. Breath 
fresh air. Walk outdoors with 
your head held high. Talk to 
people face to face. Look them 
in the eyes. Eat well. Sleep well. 
Get lots of rest. Read lots. Get 
inspired. Sketch on paper.

And above all - have fun.



TOP TIP 11
Strive to create work 
that shows off your 
skills and talent and 
becomes a potential 
portfolio piece.

Your finished art should  
show off your:

>  technical skills [ with digital 
and / or traditional media ]

>  thinking skills [ clever or 
smart ideas ]

>  design skills [ composition ]

>  use of colour [ colour 
matching / schemes ]



TOP TIP 12
Make sure your files 
are named sensibily 
and approprtaitely. Use 
file names that make 
sense to you and your 
teacher and names that 
help to explain the 
contents of the file.

If you create a file in Photoshop 
that contains the design of 
an postcard all about Bungy 
jumping in Tibet then perhaps an 
appropriate file name would be:

Tibet_bungy jump_postcard.psd




